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State Legislative Priorities 2009

CALIFORNIA ISSUES

1. Introduce legislation to increase subvention to the $11 million.

The Military &Veterans Code Section 972.1(d) provides a $5 million cap 
for 
State subvention funding for County Veterans Service Offices.  This
figure, which 
was set more than 10 years ago, was established to reflect 50% of the cost to 
maintain these programs.  Current costs to maintain the programs are now in 
excess of $22 million annually statewide.  The 
proposed legislation would 
amend Military &Veterans Code Section 972.1(d) to reflect the increase in the 
program cost to participating counties and appropriate the full $11 million.
2.  Introduce legislation that would permit the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) and County Sheriffs to contract with County Veterans Service Officers to provide claims assistance and other relevant services to incarcerated veterans.



Establishing Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) benefits eligibility and 
entitlement to incarcerated veterans will help provide eligible veterans access to 
services and monetary benefits immediately upon release from incarceration, 
rather than waiting for up to 12 months for the VA benefits process to be 
completed subsequent to release.  This will result in earlier access to VA medical 
care and treatment, reducing the burden on local and State programs.  
Establishing entitlement to VA disability benefits will generate income to veterans 
in a matter of weeks, rather than months or years.  Access to a secure income 
stream could have a positive effect on the rate of recidivism for disabled 
veterans.  In addition, there is potential for apportionment of disability benefits to 
veterans’ dependent families during a veteran’s incarceration providing a means 
of reducing the burden on public assistance programs.
CACVSO Federal Legislative Priorities 2009

1.  Support legislation that would provide increased access for CVSOs to USDVA information systems for use in developing and monitoring claims submitted on behalf of veterans.


County Veterans Service Offices (CVSOs) are local government agencies 
responsible for assisting veterans and their dependents and survivors in 
obtaining benefits to which they may be entitled.  As such CVSOs need 
maximum possible access to USDVA client and claims databases.  Enhancing 
this access will result in better, more timely, services to claimants and reduce the 
workload in VA call centers.

2.  Support legislative, regulatory or policy changes that would create a federal/state/ 
local government partnerships to reduce the USDVA veterans claims backlog and 
expand outreach services to veterans.


USDVA has expressed the belief that one important way to reduce the 



unacceptable claims backlog is the initial submission of as complete as is 



possible claims packages.  Individual claimants are unfamiliar with the 



requirements of the VA claims system.  It is, therefore necessary to have 



competent, trained intermediaries, such as County Veterans Service Offices, 


participate in the preparation and submission of claims.  Many CVSOs do not 


have the resources to do the community outreach that would enable them 



to reach the maximum possible number of benefit claimants.  Federal/state/local 


partnerships will enable State and County veterans service programs to reach 


and assist more claimants thus helping to reduce the chronic VA claims backlog.
3.  Support legislation that would authorize VA pharmacies to honor prescriptions written by non-VA physicians.




Currently, the VA medical system will only provide prescription medication to 
eligible veterans if the prescription is written by a VA physician.  This requires that 
veterans make medical appointments with VA physicians for the sole purpose of

 getting authorization for a medication already prescribed by the veteran’s non-VA 
provider.  This process places an unnecessary burden on the VA medical system 
by requiring its providers to duplicate work that has already been done in the 
private sector.  Waiting times for appointments for this purpose can also result in 
adverse consequences when the medication is prescribed for an urgent or 
emergent medical need.
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California Veterans Homes 

1.  Support legislative, regulatory or policy changes that provide increased access to California’s Veterans Homes for those veterans suffering from Organic Brain Syndrome, dementia, and Alzheimer’s disease.
2.
Support legislation to provide educational assistance to nursing students who commit to serve a specified number of years in California Veterans’ Homes. 
Veterans Services

3.   Support legislation that would create Veteran’s Outreach Assistant positions to 
support benefits briefings, claims assistance, advocacy services for the National 
Guard.
Other State Veterans Issues
4.
 Introduce legislation that would increase the Veterans Property Tax Exemption to 10% over the standard homeowner’s exemption. 
5. 

Support legislation that would provide state income tax relief to retirement pay of military retirees.  
6.  Support legislation establishing education benefits for California National Guard 
members.

7.  Support legislation that would exempt certain Disabled Veterans Business 
Enterprises from specific state licensing or certification fees.
  8.  Support legislation that would enhance veterans’ preference in State hiring.
Joint Resolutions

9.   Reduce National claims backlog and expand outreach efforts. 
10.  Urge all local governments to establish veterans’ preference in hiring.

CACVSO Federal Legislative Platform

 2009
1. Support legislation that would provide for payment of CRDP for all military retirees regardless of the percentage of their service connected disabilities.

2. Support legislation that would re-instate the Burial/Plot allowance for all honorably discharged veterans. 

3. Support legislation that would provide periodic increases to VA burial/plot reimbursement allowances. 

4. Support legislation that would make VA health care funding mandatory. 
5. Support legislation, regulatory or policy changes which expand/increase DVA responsibility to educate veterans on their entitlements. 
6. Support legislation that would eliminate the Means Test for veterans to qualify for VA medical care.
7. Support legislation that would grant Presumptive Service Connection for Hepatitis C, “blast injuries”, acoustic trauma and PTSD for service in a combat zone.
8. Support legislation that would provide for increasing the amounts paid under Improved Death Pension to be equal to the amounts paid under Improved Disability Pension. 
9. Oppose any adverse changes to 38 USC regarding disability compensation benefits. 

10. Support legislation that would provide for a pro-rata additional allowance for dependents for all levels of compensation.
11. Support legislation that would eliminate SBP/DIC offset. 

12. Support legislation or regulatory change to insure that all VA National Cemeteries are ADA compliant. 
13. Support legislation establishing direct payment to providers of in-home health care to veterans.
