
Veterans Corner 

Burial Medallions 

The Department of Veterans Affairs provides a medallion, by request, to be affixed to an 
existing, privately purchased headstone or marker to signify the deceased's status as a Veteran. 
This device is furnished in lieu of a traditional Government headstone or grave marker for those 
Veterans whose death occurred on or after Nov. 1, 1990, and whose grave in a private cemetery 
is marked with a privately purchased headstone or marker.  

The bronze medallions are durable and can be easily affixed to privately purchased headstones 
by anyone, avoiding headstone or marker setting fees. The medallion also offers a way to 
identify the grave as that of a Veteran when a cemetery only allows one headstone per grave, 
preventing the use of a standard VA marker as a footstone. Each medallion is inscribed with the 
word “VETERAN” across the top and the branch of service at the bottom.  

Once a claim for a medallion is received and approved, VA will mail the medallion along with a 
kit that will allow the family or the staff of a private cemetery to affix the device to a headstone, 
grave marker, mausoleum or columbarium niche cover. This benefit is only applicable if the 
grave is marked with a privately purchased headstone or marker. In these instances, eligible 
Veterans are entitled to either a traditional Government-furnished headstone or marker, or the 
new medallion, but not both. The veteran's Next of Kin (NOK), a person authorized in writing by 
the NOK or a representative authorized in writing by the deceased veteran may order the 
medallion. If there are two veterans interred, two medallions can be affixed to the privately 
purchased headstone.  Our office can assist you in ordering a medallion. 

The Kings County Veterans Service Office issues Veteran I.D. cards to honorably discharged 
veterans. Contact Joe Wright if you would like to receive periodic veteran’s information by 
email.    There are many state and federal benefits and programs available to veterans and their 
dependents.  To find out if you are eligible for any of these benefits, visit or call our office.  We 
can and will assist you in completing all required application forms.  You can get information on 
the Web from the Kings County Veterans Service Office webpage at www.countyofkings.com. 
 
Joe Wright, retired Navy Master Chief Petty Officer, is the Veterans Service Officer for Kings 
County. Send your questions to the Veterans Service Office, 1400 W. Lacey Blvd, Hanford, CA 
93230; call 852-2669; or e-mail joe.wright@co.kings.ca.us. 
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