
Veterans Corner 

Dependent Parent Benefit 

A Veteran whose parent(s) are dependent upon him/her for financial support may be paid 
additional benefits. Dependency of a parent is based on need. Both the parental relationship and 
financial dependency of the parent must be established to qualify for this benefit.  In order to be 
eligible, the veteran must be in receipt of compensation with a combined evaluation of at least 30 
percent, or the veteran must be in receipt of VA educational benefits based on enrollment of ½ 
time or more. 

The term “parent” means a biological father or mother, or adoptive father or mother, or a person 
(i.e., foster parent, stepparent, etc.) who for a period of not less than one year stood in the 
relationship of a parent to a veteran at any time before his or her entry into active service. The 
term “dependent parent” means that either the parent's income and net worth meet certain limits 
as defined by law, or a parent with substantial income or assets has correspondingly high 
expenses. 

Since the benefit is based on need, VA cannot pay additional benefits for a dependent parent(s) 
whose countable income is greater than the limit set by law, or whose net worth is sufficient to 
meet basic needs without assistance from VA. To determine need, the parent(s) must report their 
income from all sources, such as gross wages, Social Security, retirement, pension, insurance, 
interest, and dividends for the last 12 months. The parent(s) must also report the current value of 
all assets, such as annuities, stocks, bonds, businesses, and bank accounts. They do not have to 
report personal property such as a home, car, furniture, or clothing. A portion of medical 
expenses may be used to reduce the amount of income VA considers when determining 
eligibility. The dependent parent(s) should report the amount of expenses paid that were not 
reimbursed by insurance. Expenses for rent (or housing), home repairs, maintenance, clothing, 
medical care, utilities, groceries, taxes, etc., should also be reported. 

The Kings County Veterans Service Office issues Veteran I.D. cards to honorably discharged 
veterans. Contact Joe Wright if you would like to receive periodic veteran’s information by 
email.    There are many state and federal benefits and programs available to veterans and their 
dependents.  To find out if you are eligible for any of these benefits, visit or call our office.  We 
can and will assist you in completing all required application forms.  You can get information on 
the Web from the Kings County Veterans Service Office webpage at www.countyofkings.com. 
 
Joe Wright, retired Navy Master Chief Petty Officer, is the Veterans Service Officer for Kings 
County. Send your questions to the Veterans Service Office, 1400 W. Lacey Blvd, Hanford, CA 
93230; call 852-2669; or e-mail joe.wright@co.kings.ca.us. 
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