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VA’s Reasonable Doubt Doctrine 
 
  It is the defined and consistently applied policy of the VA to administer the law 
under a broad interpretation, consistent however with the facts shown in every 
case. When, after careful consideration of all procurable and assembled data, a 
Reasonable Doubt arises regarding service origin/connection, the degree of 
disability, or any other point, such doubt will be resolved in favor of the 
veteran/claimant. Reasonable Doubt means one which exists because of an 
approximate balance of positive and negative evidence which does not 
satisfactorily prove or disprove the claim. It is a substantial doubt and one within 
the range of probability as distinguished from pure speculation or remote 
possibility.  
 
  Reasonable Doubt is not a means of reconciling actual conflict or a 
contradiction in the evidence. Mere suspicion or doubt as to the truth of any 
statements submitted, as distinguished from impeachment or contradiction by 
evidence or known facts, is not justifiable basis for denying the application of the 
Reasonable Doubt Doctrine if the entire complete record otherwise warrants 
invoking this doctrine. The Reasonable Doubt Doctrine is also applicable even in 
the absence of official records, particularly if the basic incident allegedly arose 
under combat or similarly strenuous conditions, and is consistent with the 
probable results of such known hardships. 
   
  There must be evidence in any claim to the VA.  The veteran must gather hard, 
written, documented, evidence of some type.  The more evidence a veteran 
supplies, the less Reasonable Doubt is applied.  When the veteran has sufficient 
evidence in favor of their claim, the veteran may have evidence that is beyond a 
reasonable doubt. 
    
  The Kings County Veterans Service Office issues Veteran I.D. cards to 
honorably discharged veterans. Contact Joe Wright if you would like to receive 
periodic veteran’s information by email.    There are many state and federal 
benefits and programs available to veterans and their dependents.  To find out if 
you are eligible for any of these benefits, visit or call our office.  We can and will 
assist you in completing all required application forms.  You can get information 
on the Web from the Kings County Veterans Service Office webpage at 
www.countyofkings.com. 
 
Joe Wright, retired Navy Master Chief Petty Officer, is the Veterans Service 
Officer for Kings County. Send your questions to the Veterans Service Office, 
1400 W. Lacey Blvd, Hanford, CA 93230; call 852-2669; or e-mail 
joe.wright@co.kings.ca.us.             
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