
VETERANS CORNER 
 

SPECIAL MONTHLY COMPENSATION (SMC) 
 
  Disabilities determined by VA to be related to your military service can lead to 
monthly non‐taxable compensation, enrollment in the VA health care system, a 
10‐point hiring preference for federal employment and other important benefits. 
The VA can pay additional compensation to a Veteran who, as a result of military 
service, incurred the loss or loss of use of specific organs or extremities. Loss, or 
loss of use, is described as either an amputation or, having no effective 
remaining function of an extremity or organ. 
 
  Disabilities VA can consider for SMC include loss or loss of use of a hand or 
foot, immobility of a joint or paralysis, loss of sight of an eye, loss or loss of use 
of a reproductive organ, deafness of both ears (having absence of air and bone 
conduction), the inability to communicate by speech, and other disabilities. The 
VA will pay higher rates for combinations of these disabilities such as loss or loss 
of use of the feet, legs, hands, and arms, in specific monetary increments, based 
on the particular combination of the disabilities. There are also higher payments 
for various combinations of severe deafness with bilateral blindness.  

  Additional SMC is available if a Veteran is service-connected for paraplegia, 
with complete loss of bowel and bladder control.  If a Veteran is service-
connected at the 100% rate and is housebound, bedridden, or is so helpless as 
to need the aid and attendance of another person, then payment of additional 
SMC can be considered. The amount of SMC will vary depending on the level of 
disability. Our office is available to answer any questions you may have and 
assist you with any claims for benefits. 

  The Kings County Veterans Service Office issues Veteran I.D. cards to 
honorably discharged veterans. Contact Joe Wright if you would like to receive 
periodic veteran’s information by email.    There are many state and federal 
benefits and programs available to veterans and their dependents.  To find out if 
you are eligible for any of these benefits, visit or call our office.  We can and will 
assist you in completing all required application forms.  You can get information 
on the Web from the Kings County Veterans Service Office webpage at 
www.countyofkings.com. 
 
Joe Wright, retired Navy Master Chief Petty Officer, is the Veterans Service 
Officer for Kings County. Send your questions to the Veterans Service Office, 
1400 W. Lacey Blvd, Hanford, CA 93230; call 852-2669; or e-mail 
joe.wright@co.kings.ca.us.   
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