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I N T R O D U C T I O N

• O V E R V IE W  O F  V E T E R A N S  IN  
T H E  C R IM IN A L J U S T IC E  
S Y S T E M

• U N IQ U E  C H A LLE N G E S  T H E Y 
FA C E  D U R IN G  IN -C U S TO D Y 
S TAT U S

• IM P O R TA N C E  O F  TA ILO R E D  
IN T E R V E N T IO N S  F O R  
S U C C E S S F U L 
R E H A B ILITAT IO N

P I T C H  D E C K 2



U N D E R S TA N D I N G  T H E  
I N - C U S T O D Y  V E T E R A N  
P O P U L A T I O N

• C O M M O N  O F F E N S E S  
A M O N G  V E T E R A N S

• D E M O G R A P H I C S  A N D  
S T A T I S T I C S

• C O N T R I B U T I N G  F A C T O R S  
( P T S D ,  S U B S T A N C E  A B U S E ,  
T R A U M A T I C  B R A I N  
I N J U R I E S ,  H O U S E L E S S ,  
U N A W A R E  O F  V E T E R A N S  
B E N E F I T S ,  D I S C H A R G E  
S T A T U S   R E I N T E G R A T I O N  
S T R U G G L E S )

8 / 0 3 / 2 0 X X



C H A L L E N G E S  F A C E D  B Y  
I N - C U S T O D Y  V E T E R A N S

• M E N TA L H E A LT H  C O N C E R N S  
A N D  PT S D  T R IG G E R S  IN  J A IL 
S E T T IN G S

• LA C K  O F  A C C E S S  TO  V E T E R A N -
S P E C IF IC  S E R V IC E S

• U N C E R TA IN T Y O F  C R IM IN A L 
J U S T IC E  P R O C E E D IN G S , A W AY 
F R O M  FA M ILY (P H O N E  C A LLS ),  
J A IL E N V IR O N M E N T  N O R M S

• C H A LLE N G E S  IN  R E C E IV IN G  VA  
B E N E F IT S  W H ILE  IN C A R C E R AT E D
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W H A T  W O R K S  – E F F E C T I V E  
I N T E R V E N T I O N S

• VETERAN-SPECIFIC HOUSING 
UNITS IN JAIL

• EVIDENCE-BASED, COGNITIVE 
BEHAVIORAL, RESTORATIVE 
PRACTICES, CREATIVE ARTS, 
COMMUNITY SPEAKERS, 
TRAUMA RESPONSIVE CARE,  
AND HARM REDUCTION

• PEER MENTORSHIP SUPPORT

8 / 0 3 / 2 0 X X



W H A T  W O R K S  – E F F E C T I V E  
I N T E R V E N T I O N S  -  2

• ACCESS TO MENTAL HEALTH 
TREATMENT AND TRAUMA-
INFORMED CARE

• COLLABORATION WITH VETERAN 
SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS (VSOS) 
AND VA LIAISONS

• REENTRY PLANNING WITH 
VETERAN-FOCUSED SUPPORT 
NETWORKS

• KNOWLEDGE OF VETERAN AND 
COMMUNITY-BASED SERVICES

8 / 0 3 / 2 0 X X



W H A T  D O E S  N O T  W O R K      

T R E A T I N G  
V E T E R A N S  A S  A  
H O M O G E N E O U S  

G R O U P  W I T H O U T  
C A S E  

M A N A G E M E N T

L A C K  O F  
C O O R D I N A T I O N  

B E T W E E N  J A I L  
F A C I L I T I E S  A N D  

V A  S E R V I C E S

M I N I M A L  P O S T -
R E L E A S E  
S U P P O R T  

L E A D I N G  T O  
H I G H  R E C I D I V I S M  

R A T E S

I G N O R I N G  T H E  
I M P A C T  O F  

M I L I T A R Y  
C U LT U R E  A N D  

T R A U M A  O N  
B E H A V I O R
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M O V I N G  F O R W A R D  – S T R A T E G I E S  
F O R  I M P R O V E M E N T

• PO LIC Y C HAN G ES TO  STREAMLIN E VA BEN EFIT 
AC C ESS W HILE IN C ARC ERATED

• EXPAN SIO N  O F VETERAN  TREATMEN T C O URTS 

AN D DIVERSIO N  PRO G RAMS

• IN C REASED FUN DIN G  FO R TRAN SITIO N AL 

HO USIN G , MEN TAL HEALTH,  AN D SUBSTAN C E 

ABUSE TREATMEN T

• STREN GTHEN IN G  C O MMUN ITY PARTN ERSHIPS FO R 

REEN TRY SUC C ESS

• TRAIN IN G  JAIL STAFF O N  VETERAN -SPEC IFIC  

ISSUES AN D TRAUMA-IN FO RMED C ARE
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• A D V O C A T I N G  F O R  B E T T E R  
P O L I C I E S  A N D  R E S O U R C E S

• E N G A G I N G  L O C A L ,  S T A T E ,  A N D  
F E D E R A L  A G E N C I E S  I N  
S O L U T I O N S

• E N C O U R A G I N G  P U B L I C  A N D  
P R I V A T E  P A R T N E R S H I P S  T O  
S U P P O R T  R E I N T E G R A T I O N

• E N S U R I N G  C O N T I N U O U S  
R E S E A R C H  A N D  D A T A  
C O L L E C T I O N  T O  R E F I N E  
A P P R O A C H E S

• A C C E S S  V E T E R A N  W I T H I N  2 4  
H O U R S  O F  B O O K I N G

C A L L  T O  A C T I O N



C O N C L U S I O N  &  Q & A

R E C A P  O F  K E Y  

P O I N T S

O P E N  F L O O R  F O R  

Q U E S T I O N S  A N D  

D I S C U S S I O N

R E S O U R C E S  F O R  

F U R T H E R  

I N F O R M A T I O N  

A N D  

E N G A G E M E N T



F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N

• M IC K  G A R D N E R , M A N A G E R

• C . O .V. E . R .  P R O G R A M

• 6 5 0 . 2 6 6 . 9 3 6 5  o
• 5 1 0 . 2 5 8 . 6 4 5 0  c

• mic k. g a rd ne r@ s tp -s f. o rg
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