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DIGESTIVE 
CHANGE
EFFECTIVE 
MAY 19, 2024
HIGHLIGHTS

The Schedule for Rating Disabilities of the Digestive System changed 
effective 5/19/2024

 Completely new rule for defining “weight loss and nutrition” under 
4.112

 4.114 intro changed for which DCs can be separate and which 
cannot

 BRAND NEW DC:

 DC 7206 GERD

 DC 7207 Barrett’s Esophagus

 DC 7303 Chronic complications of upper GI surgery

 DC 7352 Pancreas transplant

 DC 7355 Celiac disease

 DC 7356 Gastrointestinal dysmotility syndrome

 DC 7357 Post pancreatectomy syndrome

 Only 4 DCs remained unchanged:

 DC 7311 Residuals of injury to the liver

 DC 7331 Peritonitis, tuberculosis, active or inactive

 DC 7342 Visceroptosis, symptomatic, marked

 DC 7343 Malignant neoplasms of the digestive system



SEPARATE OR COMBINED EVALUATIONS?



DC 7206  GERD EFFECTIVE 05/19/2024



GERD 
UPDATE
10/17/2024



DC 7319 IBS



EXAMPLE OF DIGESTIVE RATING OLD/NEW 
CRITERIA

Understand the symptoms produced by the diagnoses

Pay attention to the diagnostic codes



VETERAN CLAIMED S/C FOR “GI POLYPS”
SOME OF THE DIAGNOSES INCLUDE:

GARDNER’S SYNDROME WITH ULCERATIVE COLITIS



RATING #1---S/C GRANTED



RATING #2—CLAIM FOR INCREASE



RATING #3---CLAIM FOR INCREASE



WHAT DO WE DO NOW FOR ALL THOSE CLAIMS 
PENDING BEFORE 5/19/2024?

For claims pending prior to 5/19/2024:

 Eff 05/19/2024, the DBQs have been changed to accommodate the new criteria

 Exams must include BOTH the criteria for the digestive condition BEFORE the change and AFTER the 
change to the rating schedule. 

 Consideration must be given to the criteria before and after the change

 In ratings, a discussion of both the old and new criteria must be given 

 Ratings in existence prior to the change in the rating schedule cannot be reduced simply because the 
criteria changed (38 CFR 3.951)

***This is the SAME guidance for every change in the rating schedule***



WHAT ABOUT NEW OR INCREASE CLAIMS RECEIVED 
ON OR AFTER 5/19/2024?

For claims received on or after 5/19/2024:

Only the new criteria will be used to evaluate disabilities

The law does not allow for a reduction solely based on a change in the criteria (38 CFR 
3.951)

The law does not allow for a reduction based on one exam for evaluations that have 
been in effect for more than 5 years (38 CFR 3.44)

 If the new criteria provides a higher evaluation, we will assign it.  If it would be a lower 
evaluation, we will continue the prior evaluation (**the first time, see last statement)



EFFECTIVE DATES



DIGESTIVE RATING SCHEDULE CHANGES

• 05/22/1964 (earliest listed in 38 CFR 4.114 eCFR)

• 03/11/1969

• 09/15/1975

• 03/18/1976

• 05/31/2001

• 05/19/2024



GOT ALL THAT?
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