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Let’s talk 
national guard claims



Definitions

United States Code (USC)

• Title 10 = 
– Federal Active Duty 

• Title 32 = 
– Active Duty for Training
– Inactive Duty for Training or 
– Initial Active Duty for Training 



Active Service



NG --Active Guard Reserve



Verification of Full Time Service



Why is this an issue 
you ask?



Pre-discharge claims processing

• Recently, there has been a LOT of claims submitted by full-time National Guard members 

• These claims have been submitted under the Pre-Discharge Programs, specifically BDD

• Title 32 claimants are not subject to the same development processes, decisions on service 
connection claims and effective dates that Title 10 pre-discharge Veterans are.  



BDD?



New location added 
for PACT Act



Karshi-Khanabad (K2) base in 
Uzbekistan after 09/11/2001

• Karshi-Khanabad Air Base, also known as K2 or Camp Stronghold Freedom, was a Soviet 
era air base used by U.S. Army, Air Force, and Marine forces from October 2001 to November 2005
to support missions into Afghanistan. The base was one square mile in southeastern Uzbekistan,
near the border of Tajikistan, shown in Figure 1. K2 is currently home to the 60th Separate Mixed
Aviation Brigade of the Uzbek Air Force.

• On August 9, 2024, the Department of Veterans Affairs announced several steps to expand access to 
benefits for K2 Veterans, which includes pre-decisional reviews of new K2 claims to ensure all 
relevant information (including exposures) is considered and all benefits to which the Veteran is 
entitled are granted.



Potential exposures



Current Guidance

• VBMS corporate flash (Toxic Exposure – Uzbekistan Deployed Veteran)

• ALL Rating Decisions for Veteran’s with the corporate flash require second signature by RQRS---
*regardless of type of claim*

• Once RQRS has completed second signature, additional documentation is required in quality system

Because all these K2 cases have the corporate flash on them, they are monitored by the Office of Field 
Operations (OFO).  





More pact act 



new presumptives
Effective January 2, 2025, AS21 Interim Final Rule (IFR) establishes presumptive service connection 
for

1. urinary bladder cancer, including over-lapping sites of the bladder, and 

2. cancer of the ureter, ureteric orifice, and urachus due to exposure to fine particulate matter.

The new presumptions apply to covered Veterans who served on active military, naval, air, or space 
service in the following locations: 

1) in the Southwest Asia theater of operations or Somalia during the Persian Gulf War on or 
after August 2, 1990; and 

2) in Afghanistan, Syria, Djibouti, Uzbekistan, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, and Yemen during the 
Gulf War on or after September 11, 2001. 



Current Guidance
• If the claim cannot be granted under an existing authority, process any additional contention(s) or 

issues unrelated to urinary bladder cancer, including over-lapping sites of the bladder, cancer of the 
ureter, ureteric orifice, and urachus, and then continue the end product.

• Do not defer the entire claim and do not enter a deferral into VBMS for the unactionable 
AS21 contention(s). 

• Apply VACO Special Issue 5 to the AS21 contention(s) 



More New Presumptives
Effective January 10, 2025, AS27 Interim Final Rule (IFR) establishes presumptive service connection for:
1. acute leukemias, 
2. chronic leukemias, 
3. multiple myelomas, including monoclonal gammopathy of undetermined significance (MGUS), 
4. myelodysplastic syndromes (MDS), and 
5. myelofibrosis due to exposure to fine particulate matter.

The new presumptions apply to covered Veterans who served on active military, naval, air, or space service 
in the following locations: 

1) in the Southwest Asia theater of operations or Somalia (which includes Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi 
Arabia, the neutral zone between Iraq and Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, the United Arab 
Emirates, Oman, the Gulf of Aden, the Gulf of Oman, the Persian Gulf, the Arabian Sea, the Red 
Sea, and the airspace above these locations) during the Persian Gulf War on or after August 2, 
1990; and 
2) in Afghanistan, Syria, Djibouti, Uzbekistan, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Yemen, and the airspace 
above these locations during the Gulf War on or after September 11, 2001. 



Current Guidance
• If the claim cannot be granted under an existing authority, process any additional contention(s) or 

issues unrelated to acute leukemias, chronic leukemias, multiple myelomas, including monoclonal 
gammopathy of undetermined significance (MGUS), myelodysplastic syndromes (MDS), and 
myelofibrosis, and then continue the end product. 

• Do not defer the entire claim and do not enter a deferral into VBMS for the unactionable 
AS27 contention(s). 

• Apply VACO Special Issue 9 to the AS27 contention(s) 



Upcoming
Rating Schedule Changes



Coming 
Summer 2025

•Mental disorders Rating Schedule 

•Respiratory Rating Schedule

•Audio Rating Schedule
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